
Incoming 1st Year Parent Option 
Subject Information Night

Lusk Community College

Wednesday 10th April, 2024.



Order of this evening:-

Welcome

• Mr. Pat Cole - Principal

Option Subject Information

• Subject Teachers

VSware Information

• Mr. Pat Cole - Principal

Future transitioning events: and communication channels

• -



Welcome everyone



Subject 
Information

Option Subjects available in Lusk CC



Visual Art
What to expect when choosing Visual Art at Junior Cycle



Why study Visual Art?

Junior Cycle Visual Art encourages students to:

● Develop self-confidence, inquisitiveness, imagination and creativity

● Explore and develop their own ideas and to find personal expression through art, craft and design

● Use, research and experiment with a variety of traditional, contemporary, digital or new media

● Expand their knowledge and understanding of a range of Visual Art processes, skills and techniques

● Develop the visual literacy, critical skills and language necessary to engage with contemporary culture

● Look at, respond to and evaluate their own artwork and the artwork of others

● Engage with authentic, real-world problem-solving scenarios

● Develop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to realise authentic artwork



Visual Arts' Careers



What’s Covered in Visual Art?



Strands and Elements

Students will experience Visual Art through the interconnected strands of:

1. Art,

2. Craft,

3. Design..

and the 5 elements which include;

1. Critical and visual language,

2. Drawing,

3. Visual culture and appreciation,

4. Art elements and design principles

5. Media



Assessment in Visual Art



How will my work be assessed?
Art has a dual approach assessment: Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA) and formative assessment.

The assessment ofVisual Art for the purposes of the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA) will comprise of:

• Two Classroom-Based Assessments (separate descriptors given for each)

– CBA1 (completed in March/April in 2nd Year)

– CBA2 (completed in October/November in 3rd Year)

• A state certified project (No drawing or written exam for Junior Cycle)



Practical Projects



Types of projects undertaken include:

Drawing

Painting

Graphic Design

Clay

Lino Printing 

Etching 

Batik 

Puppetry 

Embroidery

Animation

Digital Drawing 





Project Examples: Calligraphy



Project Examples: Clay Modelling



Junior Cycle Music



Strands of Junior Cycle 
Music

• Creating and Exploring Music - Learning to read and write 
music through paper and digital methods. Developing 
listening skills through listening to different genres of 
music.

• Participating and Music-Making - Learning to play 
instruments and create Electronic music.

• Appraising and Responding to Music – Learning to 
understandwhy music is structured the way it is and 
how to review it.



Who should study music?
You do not need to have any background in music to take it as a 
Junior Cycle subject.  Music might suit students who:

• Like to sing or play instruments

• Like performing

• Are interested in technology

• Like listening to music

• Are creative

• Want to build self-esteem and confidence



Performing

It is not a requirement to already 
know how to play an instrument to 
choose music in Lusk CC.

Students should be aware that 
performance forms a huge part of 
the subject.

Students would be expected to 
perform in class, and we would 
encourage them to perform at school 
events.





Assessments

CBA 1 – Composition Portfolio 
completed in 2nd year

CBA 2 – Programme note completed in 
3rd year

Performance exam – March/April of 3rd 
year worth 30% of JC grade

Final exam – Listening and composing 
exam worth 70%



Feedback from our 
current 1st years

Music is a great subject if 
you like getting into groups 
and working together, in 
music you compose, learn 
and listen to different 
instruments and songs!

What I like about music in 1st year 
is practical sometimes we get to 
chose our own groups and 
compose songs or lyrics with 
friends and that’s something I find 
fun. I’m happy I chose music. 
Some skills I’ve learned is learning 
chords of instruments

I’m really happy I chose 
music because you get a 
lot of opportunities to 
participate in different 
activities during and after 
school



Music Department Facilities



Music Events and Extra Curricular



Career 
Opportunities

• Musician

• Performance

• Composition/ Song writing

• Conducting

• Education

• Sound Technician

• Radio/ Media

• Theatre/ Stage Management

• Tour manager

• Events management

• Business development

• Booking agent

• Cultural Management

• Animation

• Entertainment industry

• TV & film industry

• DJ



APPLIED TECHNOLOGY



Subject Overview
In Applied Technology, students engage in a variety of activities:

• Hands On Problem Solving

• Practical Project Work

• Collaborative Research

• Theory Work

The type of student suited to Applied Technology:

• Creative

• Interested in working with their hands

• Interested in making / building things (LEGO/Meccano) or circuits

• Curious about the world around us & how to make it a better one



Assessment at Junior Cycle 

Applied Technology is assessed at a common level for all students:

1. A Practical Project and Portfolio (70%).

2. A Terminal Examination (30%).

3. Two classroom based assessments (Formatively Assessed).



Sample of Student Work – 
Expectations 

1st Year Projects

Microbits – Micro Controller 

Automatic Gates - Sensor

Motorised Vehicle

Heat Sensors

Phone/Ipad holder

3rd Year Projects

Robotics



Students at work



Student Interview/Feedback on Subject 

Here are a few comments on Technology from some current 1st Year 
students:
“ Mr Mc teaches us that every day is an opportunity to learn in the classroom and about the 
world outside of school”

“I like it because it’s a hands-on subject that allows us to be creative and design appropriate 
using technology to solve problems”

“It’s a very fun subject”

“It is my favourite class; I always look forward to it, I am learning lots of new skills & techniques 
that help me design & make things”

“My Mam loves it when I bring her something home that I have made for her”



Potential Careers 
This subject builds skills and knowledge that are particularly useful for careers in 
the following Career Sectors:

• Art, Craft & Design

• Construction, Architecture & Property

• Computers & ICT

• Engineering, Manufacturing & Energy

• Maritime, Fishing & Aquaculture

• Earth & Environment

• Biomedical Technologies & Medtech



Any other information : 
If you would like to find out any more information about the subject of Technology, 
we would encourage you to contact one of the subject co-ordinators.

Subject Coordinator email address:

• Diarmuidmcnamara@luskcc.ie



Graphics  



Subject Overview
In Graphics, students engage in a variety of activities:

• Technical Drawing.

• Sketching.

• CAD – Computer Aided Design.

The type of student suited to Graphics:

• Good at drawing/Likes to draw.

• Creative.

• Attention to detail.



Assessment at Junior Cycle 

Graphics is assessed at a common level for all students:

1. A research project (30%).

2. A  terminal examination(70%).

3. Two classroom based assessments (Formatively assessed).



FIRST YEAR WORK



FIRST YEAR WORK



Sample of Student Work  
First/Second Year

Third Year



Potential Careers 
This subject builds skills and knowledge that are particularly useful for 
careers in the Construction, Architecture and Property Sector. This 
includes the following careers:

• Civil Engineering.

• Skilled Trades – Carpenter, Electrician, Plumber, etc.

• Construction Management & Planning.

• Architecture.

• Property Management and Auctioneering.

• Quantity Surveying.



For further information 
If you would like to find out any more information about the 
subject of Graphics we would encourage you to contact one of 
the subject co-ordinators.

Subject Coordinator email addresses:

• Eric Leen – ericleen@luskcc.ie

• Euan Walsh – euanwalsh@luskcc.ie

mailto:ericleen@luskcc.ie
mailto:euanwalsh@luskcc.ie


Wood 
Technology  



Subject Overview
In Wood Technology, students engage in a variety of activities:

• Practical project work.

• Collaborative research.

• Theory work.

The type of student suited to Wood Technology:

• Good with their hands.

• Interested in making things (LEGO/Meccano).

• Creative.



Assessment at Junior Cycle 

Wood Technology is assessed at a common level for all students:

1. A practical project (70%).

2. A  terminal examination(30%).

3. Two classroom based assessments (Formatively assessed).



Sample of Student Work  
First/Second Year

Third Year



Student Feedback on Subject 

Here are a few comments on Wood Technology from some of the current 
Junior Cycle students:

• “I enjoy this subject because it is a very hands on subject you get to do a lot and you have a 
lot of choice yourself when it comes to thing they let you be creative and think of your own 
ideas while giving guidance”.

• “It’s a very useful subject to have, it gives you a lot of new skills that aren’t offered by any 
other subjects. It also opens up a new path of career opportunities”.

• “I think that it is a very fun subject to get into”.



Potential Careers 
This subject builds skills and knowledge that are particularly useful for 
careers in the Construction, Architecture and Property Sector. This 
includes the following careers:

• Civil Engineering.

• Skilled Trades – Carpenter, Electrician, Plumber, etc.

• Construction Management & Planning.

• Architecture.

• Property Management and Auctioneering.

• Quantity Surveying.



For further information 
If you would like to find out any more information about the 
subject of Wood Technology we would encourage you to 
contact one of the subject co-ordinators.

Subject Coordinator email addresses:

• Eric Leen – ericleen@luskcc.ie

• Shane Finneran – shanefinneran@luskcc.ie

mailto:ericleen@luskcc.ie
mailto:shanefinneran@luskcc.ie














Business  



Subject Overview

The course is three years long and offers 
examination at Common Level.

Classroom Based Assessment (CBA) 1 – 2nd Year

Group Project done over 4 weeks concentrating on 
Enterprise (Nov/Dec)

Classroom Based Assessment (CBA) 2 – 3rd  Year

Individual Presentation completed over 3 weeks and 
presented in December. (10% of overall Grade)

Junior Cycle Exam– 3rd Year

90% of overall JC Grade, completed in June



Subject Overview
The Junior Cycle Business curriculum is broken 

down into three interconnected strands;

1. Personal Finance – being a smart consumer, 
household budgets, calculating loan 
repayments, insurance etc.

2. Enterprise – setting up companies, 
entrepreneurs, business plans and marketing.

3. Our Economy - How Ireland is managed and 
organized, keeping up to date with current 
affairs.



Extra – Curricular

➢ 1st Years – annual trip to a local 
factory (Butlers)

➢2nd Year – Student Enterprise 
Programme

➢2nd Year – Annual Christmas 
Trade Fair



Annual Christmas Trade Fair 



Student Enterprise 
Awards

• Students have the opportunity to work 
with Enterprise Ireland in 2nd year.

• Product Innovation & design – coming 
up with a new idea/product/service and 
taking this through  the business start 
up process.



Benefits of Studying 
Business

Teaches students life skills – how to be a smart 
consumer, budgeting, applying for loans, calculating 
interest, household bills, calculating insurance.

Allows students opportunities to be creative and 
enterprising and develop skills in a number of areas such 
as Teamwork, Planning and Organising, Event Planning.

Encourages students to become interested in current 
affairs and the Irish Economy.

Students can specialize in 3  subjects at Senior Cycle: 
accounting, economics and business









VSware



• School Reports

• Student Attendance

• Absent Text 

• Records 

• Behaviour Reports

•Notifications

•Options

VSware



Please see your access details to VSware 
below:

Web: luskcc.vsware.ie

Username: #USERNAME

Click 'Create or Reset your Password' to 
activate your account.



VSware



Siblings in the 
school already

• If you already have a VSware account:

 Do not create another one.

• All your children will be located in the 
VSware App

IF NOT:

• Contact the school office 015130000

• Email incoming@luskcc.ie

mailto:incoming@luskcc.ie




Notifications >>> Settings >>> VSware >>> Allow Notifications



Choosing Your 
Optional Subjects 
& MFL







Closing Date Tuesday 
Tuesday 16 April 2024



AEN – Additional Educational Needs
Ms. Ní Chléirigh

incoming@luskcc.ie



Where are we now on 
our journey to LCC?







At the start of each year, we will 
provide:

▪ eBooks for iPad.

▪ Text books for study at home

▪ Stationary

▪ Copies/hardbacks, etc..

▪ Calculators

▪ Pens/Pencils

▪ Equipment for Art/Graphics/etc.









Uniform - Grants

MIT – School 
Online Payment 

System

VSware – 
Information 

Management 
System

WRIGGLE

Incoming@luskcc.ie

Ph: 01 5130000

mailto:Incoming@luskcc.ie














All devices in LCC must have 
Management Software

Do not purchase Books/e-
Books from Wriggle

Shop around for best 
insurance for you 



Homework Tasks

Create MIT-Payment 
Account if you have 
not already done so.

1

Download the 
VSware App to your 
device

2

Choose Option 
Subjects and 
Language Option on 
VSware App by 
Tuesday 16 April

3

Wriggle Store closes 
on 25 June 

4
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