
Incoming 1st Year Options
Information Evening

Lusk Community College Tuesday 24th March 2026



Order of the evening

Welcome

ωMsCiara Grant Deputy Principal

Option Subject Information

ωSubject Teachers

VS-Ware Information

Future transitioning events: and 
communication channels



Welcome





Subject Information



Visual Art
What to expect when choosing Visual Art at Junior Cycle



Why study Visual Art?

Junior Cycle Visual Art encourages students to:

ǒDevelop self-confidence, inquisitiveness, imagination and creativity

ǒExplore and develop their own ideas and to find personal expression through art, craft and design

ǒUse, research and experiment with a variety of  traditional, contemporary, digital or new media

ǒExpand their knowledge and understanding of  a range of  Visual Art processes, skills and techniques

ǒDevelop the visual literacy, critical skills and language necessary to engage with contemporary culture

ǒLook at, respond to and evaluate their own artwork and the artwork of  others

ǒEngage with authentic, real-world problem-solving scenarios

ǒDevelop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to realise authentic artwork



Visual Arts' Careers
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Strands and Elements

Students will experience Visual Art through the interconnected strands of:

1. Art,

2. Craft,

3. Design..

and the 5 elements which include;

1. Critical and visual language,

2. Drawing,

3. Visual culture and appreciation,

4. Art elements and design principles

5. Media



Assessment in Visual Art



How will my work be assessed?
Art has a dual approach assessment: Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA) and formative assessment.

The assessment of  Visual Art for the purposes of  the Junior Cycle Profile of  Achievement (JCPA) will comprise of:

Å Two Classroom-Based Assessments (separate descriptors given for each)

ï CBA1 (completed in March/April in 2nd Year)

ï CBA2 (completed in October/November in 3rd Year)

Å A state certified project (No drawing or written exam for Junior Cycle)



Practical Projects



Types of projects undertaken include:

Drawing

Painting

Graphic Design

Clay

Lino Printing 

Etching 

Batik 

Puppetry 

Embroidery

Animation

Digital Drawing 





Project Examples: Calligraphy



Project Examples: Clay Modelling



Junior Cycle Music



Strands of Junior Cycle 
Music

Å Creating and Exploring Music - Learning to read and write 
music through paper and digital methods. Developing 
listening skills through listening to different genres of 
music.

Å Participating and Music -Making - Learning to play 
instruments and create electronic music.

Å Appraising and Responding to Musicð Learning to 
understand why music is structured the way it is and 
how to review it.



Who should study music?
You do not need to have any background in music to take it as a 
Junior Cycle subject. Music might suit students who:

ÅLike to sing or play instruments

ÅLike performing

ÅAre interested in technology

ÅLike listening to music

ÅAre creative

ÅWant to build self-esteem and confidence



Performing

It is not a requirement to already 
know how to play an instrument to 
choose music in Lusk CC.

Students should be aware that 
performance forms a huge part of 
the subject.

Students would be expected to 
perform in class, and we would 
encourage them to perform at school 
events.





Assessments

CBA 1 ς Composition Portfolio 
completed in 2nd year

CBA 2 ς Programme note completed in 
3rd year

Performance exam ς March/April of 3rd 
year worth 30% of JC grade

Final exam ς Listening and composing 
exam worth 70%



Feedback from our 
current 1st years

Music is a great subject if 
you like getting intogroups 
and working together, in 
music youcompose, learn 
and listen to different 
instrumentsand songs!

What I like about music in 1st year 
is practical sometimes we get to 
chose our own groups and 
compose songs or lyrics with 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ŦƛƴŘ 
funΦ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ L ŎƘƻǎŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 
{ƻƳŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
chords of instruments

LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ L ŎƘƻǎŜ 
music because you get a 
lot of opportunities to 
participate in different 
activities during and after 
school



Music Department Facilities



Music Events and Extra Curricular



Career 
Opportunities

ÅMusician

ÅPerformance

ÅComposition/ Song writing

ÅConducting

ÅEducation

ÅSound Technician

ÅRadio/ Media

ÅTheatre/ Stage Management

ÅTour manager

ÅEvents management

ÅBusiness development

ÅBooking agent

ÅCultural Management

ÅAnimation

ÅEntertainment industry

ÅTV & film industry

ÅDJ



Music Department

For any further questions contact:

Ciaralord@luskcc.ie

You can follow our instagram @luskccmusic for examples 
of class and school performances and activities!

mailto:Ciaralord@luskcc.ie




Subject Overview: 
1 Personal Finance

Learn how to budget, save, and make smart 
spending decisions.

2
Enterprise
Discover how to come up with ideas and turn them 
into a real business.

3

Our Economy
Understand how Ireland trades with other countries 
and how the government works.



Assessment

Classroom Based Assessment 1 ς Completed in 
Second Year ς Group Project Mini Company!

Classroom Based Assessment 2 ς Completed in 
Third Year ς Presentation on a topic of choice!

Final Exam ς 90%



1st Year: Chocolate Trip!

A Sweet Start to Business
We don't just learn from books! In 1st Year, we go on an 
exciting trip to Butlers Chocolate Experience.

What We Do
See how a real Irish business operates.
Watch the chocolate production process in action.
Learn about the history of the brand.



2nd Year: Student Enterprise

Classroom-Based Assessment 1 (CBA)
In 2nd Year, you get to run your own mini-business with a 
group of classmates.

The Christmas Trade Fair
You will create a product to sell at our school Christmas 
Trade Fair. This is your chance to be a real entrepreneur!

You Will
Come up with a business idea.
Make a product.
Market and sell it to the school community.
Keep all the profits!!



Benefits of Studying Business

Learn to manage your own money.

How successful entrepreneurs started their own companies.

Understand consumer rights (so you don't get ripped off!).

Create your own advertisements and learn about Marketing.

Understand the news and the economy better.

3 options for Leaving Certificate Subjects - Business, Accounting and 
Economics.



Many Career 
Opportunities 

Human Resource Manager 

Marketing/Social Media/Public Relations/Digital Marketing

Accountant

Sales Representatives 

Banking / Law / Insurance

Entrepreneur ï Setting up your own business



Any Other Information

For any further questions contact: Niamhbyrne@luskcc.ie 

mailto:Niamhbyrne@luskcc.ie


APPLIED TECHNOLOGY



Subject Overview
In Applied Technology, students engage in a variety of activities:

ÅHands On Problem Solving

ÅPractical Project Work

ÅCollaborative Research

ÅTheory Work

The type of student suited to Applied Technology:

ÅCreative

ÅInterested in working with their hands

ÅInterested in making / building things (LEGO/Meccano) or circuits

ÅCurious about the world around us & how to make it a better one



Assessment at Junior Cycle 

Applied Technology is assessed at a common level for all students:

1. A Practical Project and Portfolio (70%).

2. A Terminal Examination (30%).

3. Two classroom based assessments (Formatively Assessed).



Sample of Student Work ς 
Expectations 

1st Year Projects

Microbits ς Micro Controller 

Automatic Gates - Sensor

Motorised Vehicle

Heat Sensors

Phone/Ipad holder

3rd Year Projects

Robotics


