LCC - Mobile Phone Policy

Introduction

It is the aim of all at Lusk Community College to create the atmosphere where all our students
feel that they belong. It is in this safe environment that students can grow and develop as
individuals, allowing them the space to discover their own unique talents, interests and selves.
Kindness, Respect and Responsibility, our school values, underpin daily life at Lusk Community
College. We expect our students to live these values while in and outside of school. As a school
we aim to instill confidence, resilience and a positive self-image in all our students and in their
attitudes to learning. Innovation and excellence are fostered throughout the school. It is
understood that it is only through collaboration with our school partners that we can achieve
the best outcomes for our students. In creating the correct environment, it is our belief that
students have the greatest opportunity to reach and surpass their full potential.

Scope of this Policy

This policy is a school-wide policy, for implementation by all staff, students, parents and Board
of Management. It has been developed in consultation with the Board of Management,
parents, staff and students. The words mobile phone used in this policy should be taken to
include all mobile communication devices and web enabled devices. This policy applies at all
times while students are on school grounds, including all school activities and extra-curricular
activities

Aim of this Policy

As an iPad school, Lusk Community College embraces the opportunities afforded by the
information age that we now live in. It is the schools wish to utilise the ipad and internet
connectivity to broaden and enrich the educational and learning experiences of our students.
Wellbeing is central to the school’s response to the evolving needs of our school community.
With this in mind, the school accepts its responsibility in promoting the healthy, safe and
responsible use of phone/personal electronic devices and social media in the school
community.

The purpose of this policy is to:

e Promote normal/healthy social interaction between students in school

¢ Ensure that mobile phone usage does not disrupt the learning environment or the
school life.

e Ensure that courtesy, respect and consideration to others are paramount at all times

o Clarify the responsibilities of students, parents and staff with regard to mobile phones

Our priority in Lusk Community College is to ensure a safe, positive, supportive and optimal
educational environment for all. Mobile phones, in school, can cause distraction and



disruption to learning. It is also the case that access to social media and instant messaging
can adversely impact the rights and dignity of the school community as a whole.

This policy works alongside the LCC Anti-Bullying Policy

Acceptable Use for Students and Staff

Parents/Students should be aware that:

Mobile Phones, Smart watches, internet enabled devices, personal electronic devices, are
not permitted in Lusk Community College

Where necessary, students can always make contact with home by calling to the school office
where a member of staff will contact their parents/guardians/emergency contact person on
their behalf.

Parents may relay messages to students in the school through the school office also.

Please note the following:

1. Where students bring a mobile phone to school, they do so at their own risk. Lusk
Community College will not accept responsibility for phones that are lost, damaged,
or stolen.

2. Where students bring a mobile phone to school, phones should be switched off on
entering the school campus and remain off until students leave the school campus at
the end of the school day.

3. Students are not permitted to have a mobile phone on their person at any stage during
the school day.

Mobile phones must not be switched on at any stage during the school day.

5. Mobile phones may only be carried by a student in school with the prior agreement of
the principal.

6. Breaking of school rules regarding mobile phones will result in confiscation of the
mobile phone (see sanctions).

7. Where a student uses a mobile phone in the school, or school toilets, this matter will
be treated as a serious breach of the school’s Code of Behaviour. This will incur an
automatic suspension.

8. When a student is asked by a member of staff to hand over their phone, they must do
so immediately.

9. If upon request, the phone is not handed over to the staff member; the code of
behavior will apply under Serious Breach, (up to and including suspension) for refusing
to comply with the school rules.

10. In certain circumstances the school may require that student’s hand over their phone
to their YH or Deputy Principal for the duration of the school day.

11. Lusk Community College will store confiscated mobiles phones in a secure safe
location. The school takes no responsibility for any confiscated phones or devices that
are lost, stolen or damaged.

12. Staff should not have a mobile phone visible during class time, supervision,



break/lunchtime duty or during the school day, except in case of emergency.

13. Staff may not give students permission to use/access mobile phones in class or on the
school campus.

14. Extra-curricular trips, games and excursions off campus are all subject to school rules
in relation to mobile phones.



School Sanctions:

Where a student is found to have a phone on their person, the following applies

Incident

Sanction

15t Offence

The student will hand over the phone immediately to the
relevant staff member. The phone will in turn be handed over
to the relevant YH/DP and stored securely.

The phone will be held for 24 hours or until the end of the next
school day.

The incident will be recorded by the staff member as Blue Slip
in the journal and logged on VSware

2" Offence

The student will hand over the phone immediately to the
relevant staff member. The phone will in turn be handed over
to the relevant YH/DP and held securely.

The phone will be held for 72 hours or until the end of the third
school day.

The incident will be recorded by the staff member as Blue Slip
in the journal and logged on VSware

Parents will be contacted and requested to ensure that the
student does not bring a mobile phone to school.

The phone will be returned to the Parent/Guardian only.

3rd Offence

The student will hand over the phone immediately to the
relevant staff member. The phone will in turn be handed over
to the relevant YH/DP and held securely.

The phone will be held for 120 hours or until the end of the fifth
school day.

The incident will be recorded by the staff member as Blue Slip
in the journal and logged on VSware

Parent will be contacted, and a meeting arranged at the end of
the five-day period.

The phone will only be returned to the parent/guardian.

Further Offences

In cases of ongoing offences, the school will apply the COB
under Serious Breach including suspension.

When a student uses a mobile phone in school to record,
transmit images of a member(s) of the school community, with
or without permission, the mobile phone will be confiscated.
Such incidents will be treated under the Code of Behavior as a
Serious Breach up to and including suspension and exclusion.




Recording

Unauthorised recording is a very serious offence and will be
dealt with under the Code of Conduct as Serious Breach (up to
and including suspension and exclusion from school).

Any posting or circulation of unauthorised recordings is
forbidden and will be subject to sanctions (up to and including
suspension and exclusion from school).

The student will be required to delete the unauthorised
recording in the presence of the school authorities.

Cyberbullying

Incidents where mobile phones are used to bully other
students or to send offensive messages/calls will be
investigated under the Lusk Community College Anti-Bullying
Policy and Code of Behaviour.

Cyber Bullying of a serious nature may be dealt with as Serious
Breach under the LCC Code of Behaviour.

The school may require a student to leave their phone with YH/DP/Principal at the start of and

during the school day. The phone will be turned off when handed over and will be collected

from the YH/DP/Principal each evening after school.

Note:

It should be noted that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone to menace, harass or

offend another person. As such, the school may consider it necessary to involve the Gardai

and/or Tusla where necessary.




