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Re: Personal Data of Students – 18 years of age or older 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
As you may be aware, there is data protection legislation which impacts how we process data in Lusk 
Community College.  
 
Until recent years, the school has always communicated with parents/guardians in relation to all of its 
students, regardless of their age.  The current position is that the school’s legal basis for such communications 
ceases when the student reaches the age of 18 years.  This means that we can no longer share any of your 
son’s/daughter’s personal data with you, once they turn 18.  In law, these students are adults and we are 
required to treat them as such when processing their personal data. 
 
In effect, this means that once a student reaches the age of 18, we are legally obliged to deal directly only 
with him/her, in relation to his/her personal data.  The school will only share student information if the 
student consents, formally and in writing, to the sharing of this information with you or with another third 
party. 
 
For students who are over 18 and have not consented to their data being shared with their parents, some 
examples of where this might affect communication include: 
 

1. Absence texts/emails which are sent home when a student is absent or late, cannot be sent to a 

parent or guardian. 

2. Where a student is completing Practical Coursework for the Leaving Certificate, their subject teacher 

cannot contact home with concerns about the students lack of work or progress. 

3. Ability for parents to view their son/daughters data on VS Ware will be removed. This would include, 

attendance records and assessment reports (November & Mock Reports) 

 
It has been our experience in the last number of years that the full consequences of the legislation may not 
be fully appreciated by both students and parents. We would ask both parents and students to reflect 
carefully on the above information before coming to a decision. 
 
In cases where the school has concerns about the welfare of the student, we will contact the Next of Kin of 
the student. (Usually a parent/guardian) 
 
We will supply all students of 18 years or more with an Over 18 Student Request Form, on which, if they so 
wish, they can provide their consent, to the sharing of their personal data with you.  A copy of this form is 
attached for your information.  Completed forms should be submitted to Ms. Leahey, Fifth Year Head.  If a 
student does not avail of this option, the school cannot disclose any of his/her personal data to you or to 
anyone else. 
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If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Ms. Leahey. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
_____________________ 
John B. Connelly 
Deputy Principal  
Lusk Community College  

 
 
Example Of Consent Form: 
 

 
Over 18 Student Request Form 

 
 

I, _____________________________ student at Lusk Community College, aged 18 years 

or older, hereby request and give consent to Lusk Community College providing my 

parents/guardians with my personal data, on the same basis as such was communicated 

prior to my reaching 18 years of age. 

 
 
Signed: _____________________________ Date: __________________________ 
    (Student) 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________ Date: __________________________ 
    (Parent/Guardian) 
 


