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Agenda

Introduction: Mr Conneely

Subject Choice 5th Year: MsLenoir

Life,Community& WorkProgramme(LCW): MsPeoples

LCAProgramme: Mr Conneely

Transition Year Programme: Ms Peoples



Learning Intentions 

By the end of next week, you should:

1) Choose the programme that you wish to take

2) Regardless of programme choice, you must choose option 
subjects for 5th year.

3) If Choosing a MFL must be placed no.1 on form.

4) Complete subject option online form.

5) Indicate whether you wish to do LCW.



Senior Cycle Options

Leaving Certificate - LC

Leaving Certificate Vocational 

Programme (LCVP) Now known as 

Life Community& Work 2026 ð
LCW 

Leaving Certificate Applied - LCA



Junior

Certificate
level 3

TY

FET / PLC /
Apprenticeship
Route level 5/6

Technological 
Universities
Å Higher Certs. Level 6

Å Ord. Degrees level 7

Å Honours 

Degrees level 8

University 
I9LΩǎ κ b¦Lǎ
Honours Degrees 
Levels 8- 10

Leaving 
Certificate 
Applied level 4

LCW

Leaving 
Certificate 
Established level 
5

Senior Cycle Options  





Leaving Certificate 
(established)



Leaving Certificate Established

Ʒ Leaving Certificate is a 2 -year programme.

ƷFull time commitment required over 2 years.

Ʒ 5th year is very important especially for those 
hoping to gain entry to high points courses at 
University level



Leaving Certificate Estb. 
Programme
Ʒ Usually, a maximum of 7 subjects are taken for the 

Leaving Certificate.

Ʒ An 8 th Extra subject?

Ʒ Best 6 subjects are counted for points.

Ʒ Almost all subjects are of equal importance.
25 extra points will be awarded by the universities 

and TUs for a score above a H6 Maths (> 40%)



Points System

Higher Points Higher Grade % Bands Ordinary Grade Ordinary Points

100 H1 90 - 100 O1 56

88 H2 80 - 89 O2 46

77 H3 70 - 79 O3 37

66 H4 60 - 69 O4 28

56 H5 50 - 59 O5 20

46 H6 40 - 49 O6 12

37 H7 30 - 39 O7 0

0 H8 0 - 29 O8 0



Sample Calculation
Paul

Subject Level Grade Score

Irish H 3 77

English O 1 56

Maths H 2 88+25=113

Geography H 2 88

Biology H 3 77

Physics O 2 46

French H 2 88

LCW C Merit 46

Add the 6 best scores shown in RED Points = 499



Subjects
BUSINESS
Ʒ Business 
Ʒ Accountancy 
Ʒ Economics 

SCIENCE
Ʒ Biology 
Ʒ Physics 
Ʒ Chemistry
Ʒ Agricultural Science
Ʒ Computer Science

LANGUAGES
Ʒ French 
Ʒ Spanish
Ʒ Other Languages

APPLIED SCIENCES
Å Construction Studies
Å Design and Communication Graphics
Å Technology
Å Physical Education 

SOCIAL STUDIES
Å Home Economics
Å History
Å Geography
Å Religious Education
Å Politics and Society
Å Climate Action & Sustainability

CREATIVE
Å Music
Å Art

Information on LC subjects Reach+www.careersportal.ie

http://www.careersportal.ie/


Entry Requirements

Ʒ When choosing Leaving Certificate subjects: 
Ʒ great care must be taken as the choices of subjects made now may determine 

3rd level and career options in 2 years time.

Ʒ Why?  
Ʒ Regardless of how many points you get in your LC, you will be ineligible to even 
ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǘ ƛǘΩǎ άCourse Entry Requirementsέ

Ʒ Meet Course Entry Requirements - Matriculation



Minimum Entry Requirements 
CAO Colleges

Institution Minimum grades Required subjects

NUI Colleges: UCD, MU, 

NUIG, UCC & RCSI

2H5 + 4O6 O6/H7 in Eng, Irish & 

Modern Language*.

Trinity College Dublin 3H5 + 3O6 O6/H7 in Maths, Eng & 

another Language

University of Limerick 2H5 + 4O6 O6/H7 in Maths, Eng. & 

Irish or another Lang.

Dublin City University 2H5 + 4O6 O6/H7 in Maths, Eng or 

Irish

TU Dublin 2H5 + 4O6 (H.D.)

5O6 (O.D. or H.C.)

O6/H7 in Maths, Eng or 

Irish



Specific Course Requirements

Ʒ Unlikely that you will know exactly, which courses you wish to pursue at this 
stage. 

Ʒ But from looking at your interests, abilities and aptitudes you may be able to 
identify broad areas of interest and hence check potential course entry 
requirements.

Ʒ Course Entry Requirements can be accessed:

a) Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǳǎŜǎ

b) hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ

c) REACH+ Profile Career's Portal

d) www.qualifax.ie- Subject Requirements

Ʒ It is only when all course entry requirements are met that students are 
qualified to apply for a course.

http://www.qualifax.ie/


ƷSpecific L.C. subjects / grades required for entry to 
particular courses.

ƷThey tend to be in the following subject areas:

ƷScience subjects

ƷLanguages

ƷMathematics

Ʒ E.g.Veterinary Medicine in UCD

Entry Requirements: 

Ʒ 2H5 + 4O6, O6/H7 in English, Irish, Modern Language & Mathematics, H5 in 
Chemistry.



Sample Requirements

Irish

ƷPrimary Teaching ςH4

ƷIrish & Journalism (DCU) ςH4

ƷEarly and Modern Irish (TCD) ςH4

French

ƷLaw with French Law (UCD)  ςH3

ƷBus. Studies and French (TCD) ςH3

ƷLaw and French (TCD) ςH3

A Language
Many courses require a language but 
may not specify a particular one:

ƷInternational Tourism & Languages 
(TUD) ςH3 in Ge, Sp, Ir, It, Ch or Fr.

ƷApplied Languages (DCU) ςH4 in Fr 
or Ge or Sp.

ƷSpeech and Language Therapy 
(TCD) ςH4 in En, Fr, Ge, Ir, It, Ru or 
Sp.

Cadet School ςO6/H7 in a modern 
Language.



Mathematics

ƷEngineering ςH4 / H3 UCAS

ƷBusiness Studies (DCU) ςO4/H6

ƷQuantitative Finance (MU) ςO1/H5

ƷEconomics & Finance (UCD) ςH4

ƷBusiness (TCD) ςO2/H4

ƷScience (UCD) ςH5

ƷCommerce (UCD) ςO2/H6

ƷFinancial Maths (UL) ςH3

Science

ƷParticular care needs to be taken with science 

subjects.

ƷMany courses require anyonelaboratory science. 

Chem/Bio/Phy/Ag Sc. 06/H7

ƷNursing ςO6/H7 in a Lab. Sc.Pref. Biology

ƷBiological, Chemical, Physical Sci, require 

Twosciences, particularly TCD,UCC, UU & QUB

ƷMedical/Para-medical/ Health Science Two lab 

Science H4

Chemistry

ƷPharmacy ςH4 TCD & UCC, H5 RCSI

ƷHuman Nutrition, Medicine & Dentistry ςH4

ƷVeterinary Medicine (UCD)H5



Psychometric Testing

Ʒ Ability Testing

Ʒ Cognitive Abilities Tests ςCAT4 (1st & 3rd year)

Ʒ Aptitude tests ςReach Profile

Ʒ Interest Testing

Ʒ REACH+Careersportal

Ʒ Career Interest Inventory CII (John Holland)

Ʒ Results of Junior Cycle 



Choosing a Subject

A wise choiceof subjects requires:

RESEARCH

DISCUSSION

REFLECTION

DECISION

L.C. Books, Guidance 

Classes, REACH+ Other 

Students

Subject Teachers, Web, 

TY Prog., Publications 

Guidance Counsellors, 

Current Teachers

Parents, Friends, 

Neighbours

Consider all the 

information, views and 

opinions

Then, ultimately each 

student must make up 

their own mind.



Key Questions

1. What subjects is the school offering?

2. What subjects do I like? (motivation) (not the teacher or friends)

3. LŦ LΩƳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜκŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ 
are essential? ( Course Entry Requirements)

4. If not essential, what subjects would be useful/helpful for this 
course/career area? (useful vs. points)

5. What subjects am I relatively good at? (CATs) (Junior Cert Results)



Subject Choice Timeline 

December/January ςAptitude tests incl. Multiple Intelligences, 
Career Skills, Interests Inventory & Career Sector Profiler in 

Guidance class. 

Parent Live Teams Call ςThursday, February 5th

February 13th ςDeadline for Subject Choice Form

Choose Subjects In order of Preference

MarchςSubject Choice individual review meetings begin with 
Guidance Counsellor



Life, Community and 
Work (LCW)

Formerly LCVP 



What isLCW?
This is revised senior cycle programmeto be introducedin September. 
An optional add-on programme for students taking the traditional
Leaving Certificate.

LCW is a school module that helps students:

Å Understand themselves ςstrengths, interests, goals.
Å Explore career options, the world of work and planning for life after 

school.
Å Engage with their local communityand develop real world skills.z
Å Build personal, social and work-related skillsthat matter beyond exams.



Two modules

Two integrated modules are taken: 

ƷMe and my future

ƷCommunity and work



How LCW students learn
×Experiential learningςLearning by doing, reflecting and applying.

×Activities may involve projects, community engagement, 
workplace visits or practical tasks.

×Students build a portfolio of evidence showing skills developed and 
tasks completed.



Why LCW matters

This isn't just another subject for exams- it is designed to help young 
people:

Å Make informed choices about careers that lie after school

Å Build confidence and independence

Å Gain skills that are helpful in work, further study and everyday life

Å Become active engaged members of society



LCW Assessment

Instead of one big exam.......

× Portfolio in Action 60% ( common level)

× Written exam 40% (common level)



AAC Portfolio in action ï
60% of the final assessment

Over the two years the students will build a portfolio in action 
showing their learning. 

The portfolio in action requires the students to demonstrate 
evidence of: 

Participating
Reflecting
Applying
Communicating



Terminal Examination Paper
40% of the final assessment

(usually taken at the beginning of May)

This will consist of a large range of question types that will 
assess:

Å Learning described in the strands of study

Å Application of the cross cutting elements of Participating, 
Reflecting and Applying

Å Application of their engagement with the learning tasks.



LCW, Leaving Certificate Grades 
& CAO Points

Please Note: Life, Community & Work 
results can be used as part of the top 6 LC 

results for CAO points for college

Grade % CAO Points LC Grade 
Equivalent

Distinction 80 - 100% 66 Points H4

Merit 65 ς79% 46 Points H6 / O2

Pass 50 ς64% 28 Points O4

Not Achieved 0 ς49% 0 Points



Typical LCW Activities

Ʒ Prepare a portfolio of work

Ʒ Inviting visitors to the classroom

Ʒ Conducting out of school visits

Ʒ Working in teams

Ʒ Investigating the local community

Ʒ Organising enterprise activities

Ʒ Actively preparing for work

Ʒ Experiencing the world of work

Ʒ Making presentations

Ʒ Using ICT



¢ƘŜ [/²ΧΦ 
One Big Benefit ςLC Points

Ʒ In the past several students have qualified for third level courses 
because of the increase in points gained from their grade in the LCW.

Ʒ When calculating their points students take:

6 best LC subjects 

OR

5 best LC subjects plus their grade from the LCW

WHICHEVER IS HIGHER



Leaving Certificate 
Applied
LCA



What is the Leaving 
Certificate Applied?

ÅTwo-year Leaving Certificate programme
aimed at preparing learners for adult 
and working life

ÅEmphasisesforms of achievement and 
excellence which are not necessarily 
recognisedin the Leaving Certificate 
established

ÅOffers learners opportunities to prepare 
for and progress to further education 
and training (PLC Courses)



Rationale forLeaving Certificate Applied?
ÅPrepares learners for the demanding transition to 

adult andworking life.

ÅRecognisestalents of all learners- programme
responsive to aptitudes, abilities,needsand 
interests.

ÅProvides opportunity to develop in terms of 
responsibility,self-esteemand self-knowledge.

ÅDevelopscommunicationanddecision-
makingskills.

ÅHelps learners achieve a moreindependentand 
enterprising approach to learning and to life.



What is involved in LCA?
ÅContinuous assessmentover the 2 years

ÅPractical/ project work ςactive learning

ÅSmall class sizes more one to one tuition

ÅMust have 90% attendance in each subject

ÅKey Assignmentsfor each subject

Å7 Tasksacross the two years

Å7 Exams set by the State Examination 
Commission

Å1 in June of 5th Year

Å6 in June of 6th Year





How is the course broken up?

5th Year - Session 1: Sept - Jan

5th Year - Session 2: Feb - June

6th Year - Session 3: Sept - Jan

6th Year - Session 4: Feb ςJune



What Subjectsdo you do?

ωVocational Preparation & Guidance

ωEnglish & Communication

ωMathematical Applications

ωInformation Technology

ωArts Education

ωSocialEducation

ωLanguage **

ωLeisure & Recreation

Core 
Subjects

ωHotel, Catering & Tourism

ωAgriculture Horticulture

ωGraphics & Construction

ωCraft & Design

ωActive Leisure Studies

ωInformation and Communications 
Technology

Vocational 
Specialisms



Work Experience
ÅComplete work experience one day a week for 

the two years (Fridays)

ÅStudents are required to obtain their own 
work experience inconsultation with LCA Co-
Ordinators and VPG teacher.
µExamples of work placements:
tPharmacy
tPrimary school
tCrèche
tEquestrian Centre
tSupermarket/shops
tCafé
tVeterinary Clinic
tGarage
tFarm



The Leaving Certificate Applied Route Map

Leaving 
Certificate 
Applied

(QQI Level 4)

Vocational Preparation

Vocational Education

General Education

Further 

Education

Post Leaving

Certificate

Course

(QQI Level 5 & 6)

SOLAS

Apprenticeships

Further & 

Higher 

Education

(QQI Levels 6- 10)

Careers



Transition 
Year 2026-27



What is Transition Year ? 

ÅTransition Year (TY) is an optional one year programme 
that forms the first year of a three year senior cycle.

ÅTY providesa broad educational experience promoting 
the personal, social academic and vocational 
development of each student. 

ÅIt provides us with opportunities to create new learning 
environments in which each LCC student can discover 
their own individual talents, aptitudes and abilities. 



Aims of TY in Lusk 
Community College 

Nurture the 
developmentthe 

student

Create space and 
opportunities for 

meaningful, enjoyable 
learning experiences 

Expand the students 
experience and 

awareness of diverse 
future pathways 

Evolve continuously to 
support the learning 

and development of the 
student



Design of the 
TY Programme

ÅPersonal growth

ÅBeing a learner

ÅCivic and community 
engagement 

ÅCareer Exploration



Why opt for Transition 
Year?

ÅHelps students achieve better academic 
outcomes

ÅTY provides time to mature

ÅTY provides enjoyable learning experiences

ÅTransition year offers skills based learning

ÅTransition year challenges students 

ÅTY Promotes self esteem and assertiveness



The Layers of Our TY Programme

Core 
Layer

Subject 
Sampling 

Layer

Transition 
Specific 
Layer

Calendar 
Layer



CORE SUBJECT 
LAYER

Maths

English

Irish

Language (French/Spanish)

SPHE

Wellbeing



Leaving 
Certificate 
Subject sampling 
layer

ÅBiology

ÅPhysics

ÅChemistry

ÅAgricultural Science

ÅComputer science



Subject sampling 
layer

DCG

Construction 
Studies

Technology

Music

Art



Subject sampling 
Layer 

Business Studies

Politics

Economics

Accounting



Subject sampling Layer

ÅHistory 

ÅGeography

ÅSustainability



TY  Specific layer

MOS Self defence Martial Arts

Cookery Guidance YSI

Gaisce Lift leadership Sci fest 

Road safety 
awareness

Primary school 
literacy 

programme

School of life 
programme 



Calendar Layer
Trips, Outings, Workshops



Bonding trip
Sept/Oct 

2026



Trips 

Ploughing 
championships

World skills day TY Play Explore Ty Language events

MFL cinema trips 
Science 

explorium
Ice skating Croke park Dáil Éireann

Go Quest
Debunking the 

myth
YSI speakout 

event
DCU open day

National concert 
hall



Gaisce 
Programme:

Personal 
development 
programmefor 
young people



Workshops/talks


